
STEP 1: SIZE AND SHAPE

Identify to family

Compare to itself

Compare size to familiar birds

STEP 2: COLOR PATTERNS

Wading Birds      Waterfowl         Woodpecker      Shorebird

Raptor       Doves & Pigeons     Songbird           Sparrow

Describe the bird
Overall black body, black 
and white striped neck and 
head with a red crest.

Dark above, white below with 
chestnut flanks, dark head and 
bill and yellow eye.

Blue head, green 
back and bright red 
chest and belly
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STEP 3: BEHAVIOR STEP 4: HABITAT

Posture

Flight style/pattern

Woodland

Open field

Upright                      Leaning forward                Hunched

Clinging to tree           Perched and alert   Hanging upside down

Skulking            Excavating           Scratching        Probing          

Foraging

Soaring            Hovering                 Diving              Flycatching

Direct  flight

Dihedral – Turkey Vulture

Flight profile

Mostly flat – Black Vulture
Dihedral – Northern Harrier

Very flat – Bald Eagle

Mostly flat – Red-tailed Hawk

Field Sparrow

Prairie Warbler

Red-shouldered 
Hawk

Red-tailed Hawk

Winter Wren

White-throated 
Sparrow

Warbler

Marsh Wren

Common Yellowthroat

Northern Harrier

Marsh

Swamp Sparrow

Time of Year        Distribution

Western Meadowlark      Eastern Meadowlark

Deep undulating flight

Shallow undulating flight

Soaring flight


